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REPORT. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  this 
year  of  the  nature  of  a quinquennial  Survey. 

In  a wide  and  scattered  District  like  that  of  Helmsley 
Union,  there  are  greater  difficulties  than  in  a more  compact 
area,  but  still  by  patience  and  perseverance  we  can  improve 
the  District. 

The  multitude  of  things  to  be  inspected  and  reported  on, 
compared  to  those  of  the  byegone  years,  is  almost  bewildering. 

We  have  to  report  on 

(a)  the  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the  pre- 
ceding 5 years  in  the  improvement  of  public  health. 

(h)  The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during 
that  period  in  the  public  health  Services  of  the  area  (e.g.) 
housing,  water  supply,  sewerage,  scavenging  or  refuse 
disposal,  food  inspection,  and  other  services  affecting  the 
environments  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Maternity  and 
child  welfare  schemes,  schemes  for  treatment  of  tuber- 
culosis and  venereal  diseases,  provision  of  Isolation 
Hospitals  and  other  services  directed  to  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  disease  in  individuals. 

(c)  Any  other  action  of  importance  in  the  organisation  or 
development  of  Public  Health  services  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

That  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  Health  of 
the  District  is  clear  by  the  Statistics,  and  the  public  health 
services  as  regards  housing,  water  supply,  &c.,  have  been 
fairly  well  maintained  ; the  chief  feature  of  the  year  is  the 
Water  Scheme  carried  out  by  Colonel  Benson  for  Oswaldkirk, 
at  a total  cost  of  £5,000,  This  gentleman  spent  very  large 
sums  on  the  former  scheme  in  the  Oswaldkirk  wood  : for  a 
time  it  was  good  but  failed  in  the  finish.  He  has  again 
produced  a scheme,  the  quantity  of  which  is  stupendous  ; I 
never  saw  such  a supply  from  any  source  in  the  District.  I 
wish  Sproxton  could  be  brought  within  its  purview.  All  our 
other  main  supplies  hold  on  very  well  indeed,  but  then  come 
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the  neglected  ones  !- — such  as  Old  Byland,  Sproxton,  and  all 
the  others  to  which  I have  directed  vour  attention.  I trust 
that  the  next  report  will  have  seen  a way  to  improve  some  of 
these  Villages  as  to  Water  Supply,  even  if  we  cannot  get  at 
the  Sewage.  Colonel  Benson  has  set  a wonderful  example, 
and  albeit  Capitalists  in  the  present  day  are  vilified,  yet  it  is 
only  they  who  are  capable  of  ameliorating  defective  conditions 
when  necessary — another  point  I would  like  to  point  your 
attention  to  is  the  mischief  done  by  flies  and  the  diseases  they 
produce. 

The  production  of  clean  milk  which  can’t  be  done  from 
dirty  dairies,  and  also  the  regular  and  systematic  inspection 
of  slaughter  houses.  This  will  require  something  more 
practical  than  the  Union  of  Road  Surveyor  ( quite  heavy 
enough)  and  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  conditions  of  50  years 
ago. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character 

OF  THE  District. 

The  Country  on  the  whole  is  very  hilly  and  very  uneven 
but  the  South  East  is  level  and  situated  in  the  alluvial 
valley  of  the  River  Rye. 

The  Geological  formation  is  underlaid  by  rocks  of  the 
Oolitic  series,  limestone  and  sandstone  for  the  most  part,  but 
also  including  in  the  South  and  East  the  Kimmeridge  Clay 
covered  by  drift.  The  soil  is  of  a light  nature  and  thin,  but 
there  are  many  places  in  which  stiff  clay  is  the  predominating 
feature. 

In  the  South  East  and  South  we  have  alluvium  wherever 
the  Oxford  clays  which  underlies  the  Oolite  limestone  is  ex- 
posed, the  water  passing  through  the  overlying  limestone  and 
sandstone  is  thrown  out  in  the  form  of  Springs  which  are 
very  numerous  but  furnish  a hard  water  owing  to  its  having 
passed  through  the  limestone  rocks. 

The  Rural  District  of  Helmsley  is  18  miles  in  length 
from  North  to  South,  and  8 miles  in  breadth  fiom  Jvast  to 
West.  On  the  North  we  are  bounded  by  the  Stokesley  Rural 
District,  on  the  West  by  Northallerton,  Fhirsk  and  Easing- 
wold  Districts,  on  the  East  by  Malton  and  Kirbymoorside 
Districts.  The  chief  town  in  the  District  is  the  one  from 
which  it  takes  its  name,  viz  Helmsley,  a place  of  very  great 
antiquity,  the  Ancient  Elmslac  of  the  celebrated  knight 
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Walter  L’Esprec.  Helmsley  is  a low-lying  town  surrounded 
by  hills  at  the  bottom  of  which  flows  the  river  Kye.  The 
Waterworks  were  made  by  William  Ernest,  Earl  of  Fever- 
sham;  the  supply  being  obtained  direct  from  the  spring  in  the 
rock  called  the  Foothead  Spring  1^  miles  distant  in  a North 
Easterly  direction. 

The  town  of  Helmsley  is  the  most  important  place 
in  the  District.  It  is  a Market  Town  of  great  antiquity. 
It  has  a Town  Hall  and  Court  Flouse,  also  a Market 
Hall,  all  built  by  William  Ernest  Earl  of  Feversham. 
In  the  Court  House  the  County  Court  Judge  holds  his  Court, 
and  the  Ryedale  Bench  of  Magistrates  use  the  same  place 
for  their  Courts. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Helmsley  Rural 
District  is  of  course  agricultural;  farmers  of  a good  and 
prosperous  type  as  a rule,  though  recent  times  and  events 
have  much  deteriorated  their  prosperity. 

The  breeding  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  forms  a large 
part  of  the  industry  of  the  District,  and  large  sales  of  same 
take  place  fortnightly  in  Flelmsley, 

In  the  town  of  Helmsley  the  occupations  are  different 
of  course.  Shopkeeping  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  District, 
Bootshops,  Draperies,  Hosieries,  Tailors,  Ironmogery, Watch 
and  Clock  Makers  & Repairers,  seveial  good  Grocery  Shops, 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Shops,  Motor  Car  Garages  and  places 
for  Motor  repairs. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  67,704  acres. 

The  population  4,824. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1091. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4. 

Assessable  value  for  poor  rate  £'25,425. 

Amount  of  poor  law  relief  paid  £442. 

Rateable  Value  of  District  ...  Land  £26,487. 

Do.  Houses  Buildings  £l8,114. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  R.V.  £l89. 

Assessable  value  £l06. 

Outstanding  loans  ’£l2,518. 
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The  Social  Conditions  of  our  people  are  on  the  whole 
good  ; of  course  the  housing  is  very  ancient,  and  modern 
improvements  are  absent,  but  on  the  whole  a healthy  popu- 
lation is  reared — from  my  position  as  H.M.  Coroner  for 
Pickering  Division,  I see  a good  deal  of  other  towns  and 
districts,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  Helmsley  Union  compares 
favorably  with  any,  and  superior  to  many. 

There  is  no  business  or  trade  in  Helmsley  that  appears 
to  militate  against  the  health  of  the  people — that  is  no  con- 
dition of  occupation  or  environment  that  has  any  pregudicial 
effect  on  health. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Total  births  89  i.e.  49  males  and  40  females,  of  them  45 
males  and  37  females  were  legitimate  ; there  were  4 males 
and  3 females  illegitimate,  this  is  rather  an  improvement  on 
bygone  days. 


Deaths. 

There  were  58  deaths  from  all  causes. 
34  males,  24  females. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Cerebral  Halmorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pheumonia 
Reparatory  Diseases 
Appendicits 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 
Congenulat  Debility,  Malfor- 


Males 


1 

1 

JL 

5 
3 

6 


Females 

3 


4 

2 

7 


1 

1 


1 

1 


mation  & premature  birth 
Death  from  Violence 
Other  defined  diseases 
111  defined  causes 


5 
1 

6 
1 
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Infantile  Mortality  under  one  year. 
Males  6 Females  Nil 

Illegitimate  1 
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Five  Years  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Control 
of  same. 


1921 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Opthalmic  In  Neonatorium 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  Fever 

Encephalitiz  Lethargica 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 


1922  1923  1924.  1925 

7 10 

1 

2 4 

1 

1 

1 

1 


With  the  exception  of  1925  we  have  had  a good  record 
very  free  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases;  of  course  there 
was  some  Measles  but  really  very  small  compared  to  long 
past  years.  Whooping  Cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  also 
Mumps,  but  we  are  called  on  as  Medical  Officers  of  Flealth 
to  deal  with  all  the  School  troubles  which  we  also  had  as 
School  Medical  Officers,  till  we  were  superseded  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  whole  time  work  with  a huge  difference  in 
their  salaries  and  ours,  and  now  we  are  hardly  allowed  to 
close  a School,  and  several  Schools  during  the  year  were 
a hot-bed  of  Mumps  and  Whooping  Coughs,  naturally  caught 
in  the  enclosed  atmosphere  of  a School  and  the  closeness  of 
School  proximity. 

As  regards  the  general  Death  rate  we  have  had  one  case 
of  Tuberculosis  reported  annually,  this  year  was  his  last.  It 
IS  marvellous  how  Phthisis  has  died  out  in  this  area;  but  then 
it  is  supplemented  by  a more  deadly  disease.  Cancer,  from 
which  we  have  had  9 deaths  this  year.  In  my  opinion,  from 
long  years  of  experience,  I consider  Cancer  as  infective  as 
any  infectious  disease,  that  it  is  “a  bug”  will  finally  be  es- 
tablished, in  fact  the  claim  of  having  discovered  the  Microbe 
IS  laid  in  America,  I sincerely  hope  it  is  true  as  until  it  is 
isolated  we  shall  have  no  definite  line  of  attack  on  this  awful 
deadly  malady. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

IN  THE  Area. 

I am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  we  have  no  Isolation 
Hospital,  but  this  is  a very  old  story  indeed. 

For  Tuberculosis  we  have  Aysgarth  Sanatorium,  an 
approved  private  institution,  very  well  situated  and  I believe 
splendidly  carried  out  in  all  particulars. 

Pulmonary  cases  are  treated  at  the  cost  of  the  County 
Council. 
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Kirbymoorside  Orthopedic  Hospital. 

This  Institution  was  opened  last  year  in  Kirbymoorside. 
It  is  for  Crippled  Children  and  has  a Medical  Officer  and 
Staff.  It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  wholly  I 
believe.  I do  not  think  any  Local  Authority  supports  it. 

Maternity 

We  have  no  Hospital  in  our  area  for  Maternity  cases, 
and  I am  not  aware  that  any  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  York,  Darlington,  or  Middlesbrough.  They  are  for 
dangerous  cases  of  Confinement.  This  depends  on  the 
County  M.O.H’s  consent,  but  their  value  in  an  urgent  case 
of  dangerous  confinement  at  such  a distance,  and  depending 
on  M.O.H.  C.C.  consent  is  obvious. 

There  is  the  Northallerton  children  Home  provided  for 
by  the  Guardians  of  Northallerton,  Whether  they  take  in 
children  of  other  Unions  I am  not  aware. 

There  is  no  Institution  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  children  except  the  Workhouse. 

Fever  Hospitals 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  Area  for  Fever  or  Small 
Pox.  There  is  the  York  Fever  Hospital  that 

would  be  available  in  case  of  urgency  but  the  distance  is  30 
miles. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  are  none  in  this  District.  Mrs  Edward  Shaw, 
O.B.E,  J.P.,  Manor  House,  Welburn,  has  two  fine  Ambulance 
Conveyances  in  connection  with  the  Ryedale  Cottage  Hos- 
pital which  she  and  her  family  built.  She  most  generously 
allows  us  the  benefit  of  these  Motor  Ambulances,  either  to 
take  the  patients  to  Leeds,  York,  or  elsewhere,  and  always 
ready  to  help  patients  to  the  Ryedale  Cottage  Hospital  which 
IS  in  the  District  and  available  for  all  accidents  or  cases  of 
curable  disease. 

The  Ambulances  are  closed  and  very  comfortable,  good 
springs,  rubber  tyres,  &c.,  for  non-infectious  cases 

Clinic  and  Dispensaries. 

There  is  a County  Council  Clinic  at  Rutson  Hospital, 
on  Wednesdays,  where  Dr,  Thomson,  Tuberculosis  Officer 
attends;  but  these  places,  21  miles  away,  are  all  out  of  reach 
of  our  people, 


9 


We  have  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  nor 
any  treatment  for  Venereal  Diseases  which  don’t  appear  to 
exist  in  our  country  areas.  I have  .never  seen  one  here. 

The  Nursing  of  Helmsley  is  as  I have  stated  carried  on 
efficiently  and  well  by  the  Sisters  of  Canon’s  Garth,  connected 
with  All  Saints,  Margaret  Street,  London.  This  is  a perfectly 
free  and  gratuitous  service  helped  by  Helmsley  Church — 
beyond  this  there  is  no  Nursing. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

There  are  only  two  here — one,  myself  whose  salary  is 
contributed  to  by  the  Ministry  of  Health' — I believe  they  give 
£'52  10s.  The  other  Officer  is  Mr.  Burton,  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector, whose  salary  is  not  contributed  to  by  the  Ministry — 
both  are  practically  part  time.  Mr.  Burton’s  other  post  that 
of  Road  Surveyor,  is  too  onerous  for  him  to  fully  attend  to 
Sanitary  Work.  He  does  all  he  can  possibly  do,  and  con- 
sidering the  enormous  strain  involved  m present  day  road 
surveying  and  road  making,  I think  it  a wonder  he  can  do  so 
much.  It  is  so  different  nowadays  from  the  time  that  cart- 
loads of  stones  were  distributed  on  the  roads  and  trampled  in 
by  horse’s  feet  and  the  wheels  of  lorries,  drays,  cars  and  carts 
The  mi  one  y expended  now  is  a serious  undertaking  compared 
to  old  days,  for  instance,  on  the  road  from  ‘Tom  Smith’s 
Cross’  to  Hambleton,  cost  1 believe,  a,bout  10,000 — and  this 
the  Road  Surveyor  has  to  see  carefully  into  which  takes  ail 
his  time  and  attention. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are 
provided  for  by  the  District  Council- — that  is  to  say  m all 
cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  as  in  Diphtheria,  Typhoid,  &c, 
the  Council  give  permission  for  specimens  to  be  sent  to  l^eeds 
Pathological  Laboratorv,  and  I am  empowered  to  give  anti- 
toxins wherever  required. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Local 
Regulations,  relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in 
the  District  and  Date  of  Adoption. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  May  9th,  1913. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  April  9th,  1897. 

Cleaning  Footways,  House  Refuse  removal. 

Bye-Laws  Common  Irndging  Houses,  adopted  Nov  6th,  1896 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

On  the  whole  the  sufficiency  and  quality  of  water,  is,  I 
believe  splendid,  and  the  Helmsley  Union  is  particularly 
fortunate  in  the  distribution  of  same. 

The  supply  of  water  throughout  the  Union  is  constant. 

There  are  of  course  several  supplies  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union,  namely — Rievaulx,  Piethorne,  Blackdale,  Ample- 
forth,  Oswaldkirk,  but  whilst  these  magnificent  sources  have 
been  well  exploited,  we  have,  and  have  had  since  before  the 
days  of  Robert  Bruce  Low,  now  50  years — several  that  he 
reported,  all  during  his  tenure  of  M.O.H.  and  I have  report- 
ed ever  since  and  still  nothing  done  : these  are  Cold  Kirby, 
Old  Byland,  Oldstead,  Cawton,  Sproxton,  Carlton  & Baxtons. 

Rievaulx. 

This  water,  from  a very  recent  supply  in  Hagg  Wood  is 
excellent.  The  analysis  which  I gave  before  shows  purity, 
and  places  the  supply  amongst  the  best  m the  area. 

The  water  answers  all  requirements.  The  color  m a two 
feet  tube  in  Lovebond’s  Tentometer  o'8  blue,  0’2  yellow  tints, 
faint  earthy  smell  at  lOO^Ph 

Tlie  sample  contains  in  grains  per  gallon  (parts  per  10,000) 
Calcium  Nitrates  None.  Nitrates  None. 

1 Calcium  and  Magnesium  Salts  11  T9. 

2 Volatile  Organic  Matter  lost  by  ignition  IT 8. 

1 Containing  Injurious  Metals,  None. 

Containing  Ammonia,  0*002 
Containing  Organic  Ammonia,  0*003 
Containing  Proteid  Ammonia,  None 
Sediment  very  minute 

This  water  scheme  was  passed  by  the  District  Council, 
but  fell  through  on  account  of  sanction  being  deferred,  by 
L.G.B.,  but  was  taken  up  by  the  Trustees  of  Buncombe 
Park  Estate,  and  carried  through  to  all  the  outlying  farms,  or 
nearly  all,  and  gradually  the  whole  District  is  being  supplied 
with  water. 
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PlETHORN. 

This  grand  supply  continues  to  function  well — our  late 
eminent  County  Medical  Officer  Dr.  Newsholme  investigated 
the  whole  supply  on  July  26th,  1922,  in  company  with  myself. 
We  then  reported  “ that  the  main  defect  is  the  very  large 
quantity  of  water  going  to  waste  from  the  adjoining  springs.” 

There  is  Summer  and  Winter  within  a few  yards  of  the 
main  spring,  all  going  to  waste,  a huge  quantity  of  water, 
running  down  the  steep  hill  side  to  the  brook  into  which  it 
empties  itself  ; it  runs  from  a 6 in.  pipe  in  a full  gush,  it 
could  be  easily  utilised,  but  it  never  has  been,  and  its  utiliz- 
ation would  greatly  increase  the  pressure  to  the  high  farms, 
and  be  a very  great  advantage.  Dr.  Newsholme  strongly 
advised  its  inclusion. 

I pointed  this  out  when  the  Piethorn  scheme  was  being 
carried  out,  but  it  was  omited,  why,  1 never  could  see,  how- 
ever the  Piethorn  is  a great  scheme  notwithstanding  this. 

The  supply  is  carried  to  the  high  farms,  to  the  villages 
of  Pockley,  Harome,  Beadlam,  Nawton  and  Wombleton,  the 
latter  two  in  the  Kirbymoorside  area. 

The  Blackdale  Supply. 

This  great  source  provides  Water  for  Gilling,  Nunning- 
ton  and  farms  to  Laysthorpe  Hall  in  the  Oswaldkirk  area. 
On  my  last  inspection  with  the  M.O.H.,  we  found  all  very 
satisfactory,  and  there  were  35,000  gallons  of  water,  pure  and 
uncontaminated  in  its  well  protected  reservoir.  This  is 
another  great  Water  Supply.  The  source,  as  I have  often 
stated,  is  what  is  called  in  Yorkshire  ‘The  Blackdale  Howl 
Source’.  There  is  no  possibility  of  contamination  nor  is  there 
liability  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action  and  there  never  has 
been  any  contamination  of  the  water  by  lead  wdiich  of  course 
would  have  shown  itself  years  ago.  There  has  been  no  action 
during  this  year  in  respect  to  any  form  of  contamination. 

Ampleforth. 

There  has  been  a serious  complaint  about  this  supply 
during  the  year  by  the  Authorities  of  Ampleforth  Abbey. — 
The  Prior  complains  that  there  must  be  some  block  or  ob. 
struction  inasmuch  as  the  College  great  bath  which  filled  in 
“a  night  and  a half”  now  takes  4 nights  ! 
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I had  Dr.  Mason,  N.R.  Yorks,  to  inspect  this 

supply.  On  August  27th,  1925,  we  thoroughly  (i.e.  Dr  Mason 
Mr  Burton  and  Self)  went  over  the  whole  thing  in  respect  to 
block.  We  found  the  reservoir  contained  20,000  gallons  of 
water.  The  Water  Baliff  affirmed,  I think,  that  there  was  a 
crack  in  the  floor  of  the  Reservoir  and  required  the  attention 
of  a professional  expert.  The  points  that  occurred  to  Dr. 
Mason,  were 

1.  — Is  the  distribution  pipe  of  sufficient  size  to  allow  of  a 

sufficient  supply  to  the  Village  and  to  the  College? 

2.  — Is  there  some  impediment  in  the  system  of  distribution 

to  the  College.  Dr.  Mason  thinks  the  fault  is  in  the  dis- 
tribution but  cannot  say  definitely,  and  finishes  with 

“It  is  for  a Water  Engineer  to  say.” 

The  outcome  of  all  is  that  the  College,  that  is  to  say 
Ampleforth  Abbey  and  College  (now  grown  to  huge  propor- 
tions as  compared  with  its  past)  is  short  of  water;  a new 
house  has  been  built,  which  in  September  will  have  50  or  60 
new  boys,  and  the  Council  can  imagine  what  a “block  in 
water”  or  a “ crack  in  the  floor  of  the  reservoir”  will  mean 
to  the  College  Supply.  A W ater  Engineer  was  recommended 
by  the  County  M.O.H.  but  when  reported  to  the  Council  it 
practically  laid  on  the  table— but  inasmuch  as  Ampleforth 
College  and  Abbey  pays  about  half  or  more  of  the  rates  of 
the  Villages  it  seems  reasonable  that  this  should  be  attended 
to. 

OsVv'ALDKIRK  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  history  of  this  supply  is  about  the  most  interesting 
in  the  area,  formerly  the  source  of  water  for  the  Village  of 
Oswaldkirk  was  surface  wells,  which  dried  up  in  summer  and 
was  a great  loss  of  water  to  the  people — I reported  as  usual 
and  Colonel  J.  Musgrave  Benson,  the  owner  of  the  property 
took  offence,  although  . I reported  “without  fear  or  favour, 
affection  or  ill  will-”  I was  sorry,  but  of  caurse  my  position 
was  unassailable,  especially  sorry,  as  I greatly  appreciated 
all  he  had  done  and  was  doing  for  Oswaldkirk.  In  1910  or 
1911  he  went  to  great  expense  and  bored  in  Hagg  Wood, 
Oswaldkirk,  for  Water,  which  he  finally  got  and  we  thought 
we  had  a good  supply,  but  it  was  ferruginous  and  finally 
failed.  This  was  very  serious  as  he  had  spent  freely  and 
generously,  large  sums  of  money  on  the  engineering  work — 
that  it  proved  a failure  was  most  regrettable  to  everybody. 
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However  with  characteristic  pluck  he  launched  on  a 
New  Scheme  in  the  field  opposite  the  Keeper’s  Lodge,  and 
for  a long  time  they  worked  and  at  last  struck  Water,  aud  I 
think  I might  honestly  say,  I never  saw  such  a gush  in  an 
ordinary  held  in  my  life  ! I think  it  would  supply  half  the 
area.  I have  had  no  details  yet  as  to  quantity,  quality,  &c., 
but  I have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  a conspicuous  supply, 
enormous  in  quantity,  and  I am  told  excellent  quality. 

I must  congratulate  Colonel  Benson  on  his  excellent  and 
persevering  work  in  giving  his  people  such  a splendid  and 
unique  Water  Supply.  I only  wish  all  the  other  Villages 
were  similarly  provided.  Water  is  piped  to  every  dwelling, 
in  this  Model  Village  which  dehes  criticism. 

Oldstead. 

I have  often  reported  this  place.  The  Water  here  is 
contaminated.  It  is  collected  m a trough  at  the  side  of  the 
Street  which  is  open  to  animals,  having  previously  come  from 
a Spring  in  Barbara  Garth,  through  ordinary  field  tiles  that 
are  useless,  so  far  as  keeping  it  decently  clear -is  concerned, 
for  the  field  has  cattle,  fowl,  and  other  animals  and  every 
superficial  inipurity  is  washed  in  by  ram. 

There  now  remains  the  defective 
reported  and  nearly  all  m the  same 
are  Cold  Kirby,  Old  Byland,  Oldstead, 

Carlton-c  am-  Baxtons. 

Cold  Kirby. 

During  Dr.  Newsholme’s  time  of  office  we  thoroughly 
inspected  this  supply;  the  original  source  of  the  water  we 
have  never  satisfactorily  found  out,  but  it  flows  chiefly  under- 
ground into  the  village  of  Cold  Kirby  and  has  two  exits  into 
troughs  at  the  low  bottom  of  the  place,  in  its  course  it  comes 
through  Cold  Kirby  Church  Yard  where  burials  actually  take 
place,  it  then  gets  into  the  above  mentioned  troughs  where  it 
is  exposed  to  cattle,  horses,  dogs  &c. 

An  analysis  showed  up  very  badly,  presence  of  large 
quantities  of  nitrites  in  the  water  is  clear  evidence  of  its 
proximity  to  a ‘live’  churchyard  and  decomposing  corpses, 
nothing  was  ever  done  to  ameliorate  this  condition.  Dr, 
Newsholme  was  amazed  at  the  condition. 


supplies  regularly 
condition,  these 
Cawton  Sproxton, 


X 
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Old  Byland 

This  IS  another  place  complained  of  for  many  years,  the 
supply  is  from  an  open  race  collecting  surface  water  from  the 
uplands,  it  is  fouled  constantly  by  cattle  and  manurial  wash- 
ings from  the  fields,  it  is  open  to  every  species  of  contamin- 
ation and  served  ‘neat’  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Byland;  last 
year  the  Council  or  a small  committee  thereof  tried  to  discover 
another  supply  but  the  scheme  fell  through,  this  supply  is 
piped  a short  distance  from  the  village  and  empties  itself  in 
an  exposed  trough  in  the  middle  of  the  green  where  it  is  col- 
lected for  private  or  farm  use. 

Spkoxton 

The  conditious  of  this  village  is  very  bad,  its  chief  sup- 
ply is  a contaminated  well  (to  which  the  term  ‘filthy’  would 
hardly  be  extreme)  lower  down  a pump  which  runs  under  the 
Keeper’s  midden,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  village  a small 
superficial  well. 

This  is  not  a supply  that  is  let  go  and  “ nothing  done.” 

Captain  Hay  tried  to  get  water  rammed  up  froma source 
near  Rye  House,  but  it  could  not  be  done 

Then  Dr.  Mason  M.O.H.;  N.R.C.C.  inspected  Sproxton 
and  a suggested  source  for  water,  called  the  ‘Dripping  Well’ 
Springs. 

“ He  was  of  opinion  from  his  observations  and  from  a 
fall  of  nearly  10,000  gallons  in  the  supply,  that  we  cannot 
recommend  the  supply  as  to  quantity  and  that  the  source 
ought  to  be  scientifically  examined  to  see  if  a sufficient  quan- 
tity of  water  can  be  reasonably  expected  before  action  is 
taken.” 

Cawton. 

This  is  another  Village  badly  supplied  with  Water — 
indeed  it  has  none Jn  the  proper  sense  of  that  word.  In  my 
opinion  it  could  have  it  from  the  great  Blackdale  Howl 
Source. 

Carlton  & Baxtons. 

This  Water  comes  miles  across  the  Moor  in  an  open 


race. 
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The  Estate  Office  have  improved  the  Supply  to  a con- 
siderable extent — they  have  improved  the  reservoir  by  thor- 
oughly protecting  the  Water,  but  the  original  scheme  was  to 
take  the  filtered  water  and  distribute  it  through  new  3 inch 
and  2 inch  watertight  irons  mains  as  the  Engineers  then 
consulted  Messrs.  Fairbank  & Son,  Lendal  Chambers,  York, 
did  not  consider  it  safe  to  run  the  risk  of  using  the  doubtful 
existing  pipes — that  scheme  also  provided  for  supplying  the 
water  under  pressure — however,  like  many  others  it  was  not 
adopted. 

As  regards  Baxtons  I had  the  same  old  complaint  as  to 
quantity  and  quality. 


Stonegrave. 

This  village  is  supplied  from  Blackdale  Howl  Source 
and  is  quite  well  off  as  to  Water. 

Hawnby 

The  Water  Scheme  in  this  Village  has  had  a good  repu- 
tation. Since  the  improvement  in  the  Drainage  things  have 
become  improved  as  regards  sanitation. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  chief  of  course  is  the  Rye. 

I don’t  think  that  any  village  discharges  Sewage  direct 
into  this  water-course  without  interception,  but  certainly  some 
unfiltered  sewage  had  got  in  owing  to  neglect  or  failure  of 
the  Sewage  Machinery. 

The  Helmsley  Sewage  and  Drainage 

Has  been  the  subject  of  several  enquiries  recently  by  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  by  myself  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
twice  or  three  times  by  the  County  M.O.H.  Dr.  Mason,  once 
by  Dr.  Letherm,  Ministry  of  Health.  " " 

On  June  26th,  1925,  Dr.  Mason.V-We  found  the  Sewage 
spread  over  the  “Sewage-sick”  fields  making  it  a perfect 
swamp,  we  found  no  outlet  for  it— the  outlet  seemed  dried  up 
^ — the  entrant  drainage  is  running  free  but  the  land  is  in  a 
terrible  state.  Dr.  Mason  on  this  occasion  recommended 
automatic  ^gfUtrifugal  distributors. 

On  his  visit  May  12th,  1926,  he  was  of  opinion  that  there 
is  sufficient  land  to  deal  adequately  with  the  Sewage  and 
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when  the  work  is' completed  and  the  land  properly  laid  out 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  experienced — it  must  however  be 
clearly  understood  that  regular  and  systematic  attention  is 
needed,  and  to  ensure  this,  a responsible  man  ought  to  have 
control  for  the  adequate  supervision  of  the  arrangements,  it 
ought  also  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  production  of  crops  is 
secondary  in  importance  to  the  main  object  which  is  the 
efficient  disposal  of  th^  Sewage.”  Dr.  Lethern’s  opinion  was 
very  bad  of  the  whole  condition  of  things.  For  my  own  part 
I fail  to  see  how  a tract  which  has  been  in  action  for  35 
years  and  is  sour  and  sick  as  possible,  can  adequately  purify 
sewage  so  that  it  can  go  into  a beautiful  river-like  the 

The  Ampleforth  Sewage  remains  precisely  in  statu  quo. 
Dr.  Carnworth  inspected  the  sewage  and  of  course  reported 
m the  most  unfavourable  way  on  it.  A Committee  of  the 
Council  then  proposed  with  regard  to  the  drainage  to  pipe  the 
open  ditch  running  along  the  side  of  the  road  towards  Ample- 
forth Station,  and  to  do  away  with  the  four  connections 
running  into  the  stream  at  the  west  end  of  the  Village  ; to 
unite  these  drains  into  one,  and  carry  them  to  a cess  pool  to 
be  distributed  on  the  land,  to  make  the  drains  secure,  and  to 
put  manholes  for  inspection,  and  to  connect  the  house  drains, 
also  to  ventilate  and  flush  them.  Now,  that  was  the  Com- 
mittee’s resolution  ! what  was  done  ? The  open  ditch  has 
been  piped  for  a distance  with  uncemented  pipes — the  drain 
crosses  and  re-crosses  the  road  several  times,  why  I can’t 
tell,  and  finally  emerges  and  runs  down  the  ditch  side,  where 
it  runs  unpurified  into  the  beck.  Now,  as  regards  the  four 
drams  flowing  with  all  their  contents  into  the  stream  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Village,  which  was  promised  to  be  done  away 
with,  unite  into  one  and  conducted  to  a cesspool  to  be  dis- 
tributed on  the  land,  nothing  at  all  has  been  done.  The  four 
connections  flow  with  pure  sewage  matter  into  the  fast  flow- 
ing stream  as  it  crosses  the  main  road’  and  also  is  carried  to 
the  river.  It  was  also  agreed  to  make  the  drain  secure,  put 
manholes  for  inspection,  and  to  connect  the  house  drains, 
nothing'  whatever  has  been  done,  and  Dr.  Carnworth’s  in- 
spection and  Report  was  in  1910. 

The  drainage  of  Beadlam  continues  as  it  was.  We  have 
the  place  piped  down  to  the  turning,  to  Harome,  here  it  flows 
in  an  open  ditch  which  smells  foully  occasionally. 
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Of  course  in  all  the  other  Villages  (there  is  no  use  lab- 
ouring the  question)  the  drainage  is  nil — that  is  to  say  it  is 
primitive,  casual  sometimes  hasardous  or  hardly  exists. 

In  Oswaldkirk  houses  are  connected  with  such  drains  as 
they  have,  also  in  Stonegrave.  But  for  a beautiful  village 
like  Gilling  the  drainage,  so  oft  reported,  is  very  bad  and  in- 
effective, most  of  it  running  straight  into  the  stream  that  goes 
through  the  Village  and  thence  carried  forward.  The  houses 
on  the  Hotel  side  nearly  all,  or  quite  all,  drain  into  this  open 
stream,  which  of  course  pollutes  the  river  when  it  gets  there, 
The  Post  Office  side  all  drains  into  a Sewage  Tank,  it  is  then 
distributed  on  a field  close  to  the  L.N.E.R.  Station. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

IS  carried  out  as  far  as  possible.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
I have  already  mentioned,  has  really  very  little  time  to  spend 
inspecting  the  Area,  inasmuch  as  the  Road  Surveyor’s  work 
occupies  all  his  time,  & more  if  he  had  it.  He  does  his  best 
but  cannot  be  in  two  places  at  once.  The  union  of  the  two 
offices  is  a very  different  thing  from  the  old  days,  as  different 
as  the  level  roads  of  today  from  stone  heaps,  called  roads,  of 
that  time.  Up-to-date  work  requires  that  an  Officer  should 
have  a fair  chance  of  doing  his  duty,  and  not  to  have  his 
whole  time  swallowed  up  with  one  job;  but  of  course  we  know 
the  District  from  end  to  end,  and  have  again  and  again  re- 
ported, and  yet  things  remain  very  much  the  same — in  these 
later  days  chiefly  from  want  of  money  to  carry  them  out. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  District. 

Premises  & Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  o*r  Regulations. 

I don’t  know  of  any  such — there  are  none  m the  chief 
town,  Helmsley;  no  tramps  or  other  lodgings,  nor  any  under- 
ground rooms  whatever. 


HOUSING. 

General  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

1. — General  Housing  Conditions. 

These  may  be  described  as  some  very  good,  others  the 
usual  Country  standard,  and  others  as  unchanged  and  defec- 
tive. 
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Now  Oswaldkirk  is  a Model  Village.  The  Owner  has 
built  many  houses  in  the  past  years,  also  a Post  Office,  which 
would  do  for  a town,  and  a large  town  at  that,  and  a beauti- 
ful large  Hall  which  permits  of  Meetings,  Dances,  &c.  All 
the  houses  here  show  that  no  expense  has  been  spared. 

In  Helmsley  we  had  a portion  of  territory  granted  during 
the  War  to  be  utilised  for  the  people,  but  it  was  never  used, 
and  was  put  up  for  sale  by  our  Council,  and  now  there  are 
3 nice  bungalows  and  5 or  6 private  houses  built.  Whilst 
most  of  our  houses  are  fuU;  I cannot  say  that  any  approach 
to  overcrowding;  the  only  case  I know  was  reported  by  Mr 
Burton,  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  these  were  Roadside  Cot- 
tages, near  Stonegrave,  when  the  tenants  surreptitiously  took, 
contrary  to  orders,  lodgers  to  eke  out  their  rent. 

The  general  standard  of  the  Housing  in  the  District  is 
on  the  whole  a slightly  improved  general  condition — the  old 
defects  of  course  exist,  but  in  Helmsley  have  greatly  im- 
proved and  also  on  the  whole  Duncombe  Park  Estate.  Capt 
Hay  does  not  leave  any  serious  defect  without  a remedy,  in 
fact  I think  we  compare  on  the  whole  most  favourably  with 
any  other  District  m the  North  Riding  and  as  H.  M.  Coroner 
I have  seen  a lot  of  them.. 

The  District  and  its  Villages  are  very  ancient,  and  their 
homes  were  built  ages  ago,  before  motor  cars,  aeroplanes 
existed,  and  plenty  of  fault  could  he'  found  with  them,,  there 
are  a few  “ back  to  back  houses,”  but  very  few,  and  they  are 
under  prospects  of  remedying. 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

We  have  none  ! the  District  is  healthy  throughout — ^a 
little  dampness  in  low  lying  Districts  there  certainly  is,  but 
the  health  of  the  population  speaks  in  loud  voiced  terms  as  to 
the  health  of  the  District— of  course  if  all  concerned  could, 
like  Colonel  Benson,  spend  thousands  in  practically  rebuild- 
ing the  place  immense  improvements  could  be  made. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

There  is  no  milk  brought  into  the  area,  a large  volume 
is  produced  in  the  District. 

y 

I know  of  no  milk  despatched  from  this  area.  We  have  no 
factory  dairies  nor  collecting  depots  dealing  with  milk 
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Efforts  have  been  made  by  several  to  encourage  interest  in 
clean  milk,  but  there  is  no  conception  of  even  what  it  means 
among  our  milk  sellers.  The  idea  of  well- washed  hands,  or 
protective  gloves,  Danish  garments,  covering  for  hair  for  the 
milker,  and  well  washed  udders  and  brushed  parts  that  might 
soil  milk  of  the  Cow  has  never  caught  on — the  same  old  un- 
clean ways  prevail.  Of  course  all  depends  on  the  foundation 
facts  of  clean  byres  (and  they  are  very  rare)  if  the  Cowhouse 
IS  dirty,  the  Milk  will  be  contaminated.  A great  point  in 
favour  of  there  being  not  a high  degree  of  contamination  is 
that  most  of  our  Milk  Sellers  deliver  the  milk  straight  from 
the  Cow  without  being  put  in  a place  called  a dairy. 

Meat  Inspection. 

I.  We  have,  of  course,  no  meat  Inspector,  and  inspection 
of  butchers’  shops  when  cattle  are  slaughtered,  miles  distant 
from  each  other  is  impossible,  but  I have  no  record  of  any 
suspected  or  tuberculous  meat. 

II.  The  meat  is  not  now  exposed  to  anything  like  the  same 
degree  as  it  was,  in  some  shops  they  have  refrigerators  in 
which  the  meat  is  kept,  it  is  less  exposed  to  dust  and  flies. 

III.  There  is  no  public  Slaughter-house.  I have  agitated 
for  years  that  somewhere  a public  abbatoir  should  be  built; 
if  that  were  done  it  would  at  one  stroke  cut  off  many  avenues 
of  infection  and  contamination,  that  is  ventilation,  free  curr- 
ent of  air,  water  in  plenty,  cleanliness,  exposure  of  all  cattle 
slaughtered  to  view,  and  a thorough  drainage  In  contrast 
to  this  ideal  condition  I should  like  to  quote  one  sample  from 
a slaughter  house  in  x\mpleforth. 

“ On  5th  of  January  with  the  Sanitary  Ofhcer  inspected 
above  slaughter  house,  a small  5ft  by  4ft  place  where  cattle 
is  slaughtered;  no  drainage,  all  put  into  a large  iron  vessel 
which  is  emptied  and  carried  to  a midden,  it  Anally  trickles 
till  it  gets  into  the  stream.  The  roof  is  certainly  a ventila- 
tion as  it  is  broken  in  every  part  and  in  summer  open  to  dust 
and  flies,  there  is  no  water  supply  or  ‘hunger  pen.” 

We  await  the  new  bye-laws  to  have  this  remedied. 

On  August  7th  we  visited  the  place  again  and  found  they 
had  cleaned  the  place,  introduced  a Water  supply  and  re- 
paired the  roof  which  is  more  than  was  done  in  many  others. 
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The  other  Slaughter-houses  are  slightly  improved  from 
what^they  were  but  still  they  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be 
by  any  means — the  only  Slaghter- house  that  is  so  is  the  pri- 
vate Slaughter-house  of  Ampleforth  Abbey  and  College, 
where  for  ventilation,  cleanliness,  water  supply,  all  humane 
appliances  and  hunger  pen  is  absolutely  up-to-date. 

Total  Number  in  1920  ...  9 

Do  Jan.  1925  ...  11 

Do  Dec  1925  ...  11 

Other  Foods. 

(c)  We  found  a large  quantity  of  unsound  bacon  for 
sale  and  condemned  it  at  once,  when  it  was  promptly  return- 
ed to  the  original  sellers  in  Hull. 

(d)  None  except  one  man  who  was  made  very  ill  by 
Arsenic  in  apples  imported  from  Vancouver. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
Disease.  Infectious  Diseases  generally. 

I have  already  referred  to  this  subject  and  I can  certainly 
say  that  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  compared  to  that 
of  past  days  is  absolutely  trifling. 

We  are  thoroughly  fortified  as  regards  all  up-to-date 
inoculations  and  vaccines;  I distribute  diphtheria  anti-toxin, 
moculaiion  for  enteric,  same  for  tetanus,  which  of  course  is 
not  infective.  About  encephalitis  lethargica  one  case  was 
reported — it  may  have  been  encephalitis  but  the  case  was 
buried  before  I received  the  notification. 

Arrangements  made  for  examination  of 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens. 

The  District  Council  authorise  me  to  take  every  pre- 
cautian  and  supply  whatever  is  necessary  to  medical  men.  I 
send  all  specimens  to  the  Yorkshire  Pathological  Labratory, 
Park  Square,  Leeds,  whence  we  receive  urgent  information 
as  regards  diphtheria  &c.  by  telegram. 

I have  had  no  opportunity  of  making  use  of  the  Schiek 
and  Dick  tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 
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Vaccination. 

A dead  letter.  For  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1925,  there  were  3 V accinations — 1 of  one  year  and  2 one 
year  and  upwards.  It  is  a matter  for  reflection  that  some 
years  ago  Small  Pox  was  as  unknown  as  Beri  Beri,  now  it 
IS  rife.  In  old  days  we  had  Compulsory  Vaccination,  and 
no  Small  Pox!  to-day  we  have  that  grim  farce  “conscientious 
objection”  and  the  disease  spreads  everywhere.  During  the 
year  1923,  owing  to  the  energy  of  Canon  Newton,  I had  89 
Vaccinations  at  the  Schools,  of  these  89,  62  were  primary 
vaccinations,  ranging  from  7 to  30  years  of  age. 

Vaccination,  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  cleared  this 
Country  of  Small  Pox  within  the  lifetime  of  a generation; 
that  achievement  was  so  complete  that  the  danger  appeared 
to  have  vanished  for  ever.  So  it  came  about  that  the  anti- 
vaccinator spoke  to  an  audience  ready  to  listen  to  reasons 
why  it  should  no  longer  suffer  the  inconveniences  of  Vaccin- 
ation— his  misguided  efforts  have  resulted  in  the  return  of 
Small  Pox.  They  are  likely  in  future  to  bring  about  the  re- 
appearance of  the  virulent  forms  of  this  disease  from  which 
men  and  women  were  delivered  half-a-century  ago.  A cam- 
paign of  education  and  enlightenment  is  surely  an  urgent 
necessity.  ^ 

Tuberculosis. 

No  new  case  this  year.  One  death  from  a long  standing 
pulmonary  attack  from  boyhood,  he  was  about  20  years  when 
he  died.  Tuberculosis  has  nearly  died  out  here,  in  fact  were 
it  not  for  imported  cases,  temporary  sojourning,  we  should 
have  none. 

xMaternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  are  no  arrangements  in  this  District  for  the  above 
at  all. — at  a Public  Meeting  it  was  voted  against.  A Mater- 
nity Nurse  would  be  most  useful. 


On  surveying  the  past  5 years  there  are  bright  spots  but 
a great  many  dark. 

The  failure  to  get  a Water  Scheme  for  the  places  I 
mentioned  in  this  Report  is  very  disheartening.  Old  Byland 
Cold  Kirby,  Oldstead,  Coulton,  Baxtons  & Sproxton  are  sim- 
ply disgraceful.  On  the  other  hand  the  Water  Supply  of 
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Oswaldkirk  is,  I think,  phenomenal  the  gush  of  the  new 
found  water,  I have  never  seen  the  like  of — this  is  a great 
asset  for  the  Quinquennial  Report,  and  the  buildings  and 
housing  of  Oswaldkirk  are  the  same  faultless  erections. 

Colonel  Benson  has  done  well. 

'There -is  one  subject  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  Dis- 
trict might  lay  to  heart  as  they  have  oft  been  asked  to,  that 
is  xo  the  subject  of  the 

Domestic  Fly. 

For  many  years  I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  this  most  important  matter — with  this  is  added  the  question 
of  Blue-bottles  and  Cockroaches,  Of  course  these  latter  are, 
frequenters  of  our  small  Shops  where  food,  &c.  is  exposed 
to  the  Blue-bottle  by  day,  and  the  Cockroach  by  night.  The 
law  has  power  over  bakehouses  but  not  over  exposure  of 
sweets,  cakes,  even  sausages,  &c.  in  shops,  where  the  custom- 
ers are  of  the  poorer  class;  but  I think  the  Domestic  Fly 
could  “give  points”  to  both  Bluebottles  and  Cockroaches  as 
a food  and  milk  poisoner. 

■ The  House  Fly  will  settle  on  anything  putrid  and  dis- 
gusting; then  on  beef,  butter,  milk  and  all  kinds  of  food.  It 
makes  the  Summer  horrible  for  food,  as  clouds  of  flies  are 
permitted  to  settle  on  and  crawl  about  all  manner  of  food  & 
drink;  they  ha\'e  frequently  caused  epidemics  of  diarrhoea, 
especially  Infantile  Dysentery  and  enteric  fe\'er. 

They  breed  in  horse  dung  and  other  manure,  and  one  fly 
can  become  the  parent  of  about  7,000,000,000,000  in  the  sea- 
son! ■ 

I have  sent  round  this  town  papers  describing  the  deadly 
nature  of  the  innocent  looking  common  house  fly. 

Every  house  ought  to  be  protected  with  sticky  papers  or 
wires  and  also  the  ‘Sanitas  Fly  Float’  that  is  so  effectual. 

Since  Motor  Cars  have  become  our  means. of  transit  and 
transport  we  have  a far  less  number  of  these  pestilential 
little  beasts.. 

I am, 

Mr  Chairman  & Gentlemen 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
FRANCIS  PORTER,  o.b.e.,  j.p., 

B.A.:,.  .M.B.,.  M.D.,  M..R.C.S..  Eng.,  M.S.I 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

To  Dr.  Porter,  Helmsley  R.D.C. 


I beg  to  submit  for  your  approval  the  following  information: 


No. 

of 

No  of 

Inform' 1 

Stat’y 

Rent'd  Rem’ d 

Inspection 

Defects 

Notices  Notices 

by  3 

by  4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Nuisances 

91 

38 

35 

3 

28 

3 

Factory  & Workshop 

6 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Bake  Houses 

10 

n 

2 

0 

o 

0 

Slaughter-houses 

32 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

139 

44 

40 

4 

33 

4 

Disinfections  have  been  carried  out  after  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease. 


Inspection  and  Superv.is.ion  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply, 


Retail 


1. 

Number  of  Inspections 

• 42 

2. 

,,  Defects  found 

4 

3. 

,,  Informal  Notices  served 

4 

4. 

,,  Statutory  Notices  ,, 

Nil 

5. 

,,  Rerhedied  under  3 

3 

6. 

„ Do  4 

Nil 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  registered  35 

Approximate  number  of  Cows — Retail  81 
Number  of  wholesale  producers  Nil 


No  speeial  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Codsolidation)  Act,  1925,  except  Inspection.  Sam- 
ples of  Milk  are  taken  in  the  District  by  the  County  Council 
Inspector. 

Meat 


2 1,  I have  carried  out  Meat  Inspection  according  to 
instructions  contained  in  the  various  Acts. 

I have  received  notices  from  all  Butchers  in  the  District 
according  to  the  Slaughter  Houses  Act,  1924, 

. : The  number  of  Inspections  carried  out  amounted  to 
approximately  50. 
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2.  There  has  only  been  one  animal  found  to  be  diseased 
The  carcase  was  taken  away  by  a knacker. 

' 3.  There  are  9 Registered  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Dis- 
trict and  they  have  been  inspected  several  times  during  the 
last  year. 

One  Licence  was  issued  during  the  year,  making  a total 
of  10  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District. 

Statement  of  Private  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Area  : 

1920.  In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.  1925 

, Registered  8 9 9 

Licensed  0 0 1 

Total  8 9 10 

Housing, 

No  Houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year 

Much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  regard  to  repair  of  old 
Cottages.  In  many  cases  to  repair  them  amounts  to  recon- 
struction and  the  Owners  blankly  refuse  to  face  the  cost.  At 
the  samie  time  people  still  have  to  live  in  these  houses  owing 
to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  others. 

Housing  Acts,  1909 — 1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  7 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(II)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  3 

1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses.  Inspection. 

7.  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  28. 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925.  Nil. 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  5. 
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4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  21 

2. — Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers.  19. 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

No  proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act  1925. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Heath  Acts  ; 

7.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  2 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  rem- 
edied after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners.  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners.  Nil 

No  proceeding  were  taken  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925. 


R.  G.  BURTON 


